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OUR MISSION
The mission of Wilmington International Airport (ILM) is to provide an exceptional airport experience for our 
customers, connecting the Cape Fear Region to the global marketplace.

A CRITICAL ECONOMIC DRIVER
In 2021, ILM proudly provided air service through American Airlines, Delta and United. These three network airlines 
served numerous nonstop destinations, hubs, and international gateways. This robust air service was vital to 
attracting and recruiting new businesses to the area, as well as supporting the growth of existing businesses in our 
community. ILM provided convenient access to the region for inbound leisure travelers, positively impacting the 
tourism industry. Furthermore, ILM supported general aviation with an onsite fixed base operator as well as a full-
service aircraft maintenance facility located at the airport. In addition to airline service, ILM continued to develop 
a first-class business park. The ILM Business Park encompasses 140 acres and is conveniently located on Wilmington 
International Airport property. All parcels and buildings at the business park offer flexible site layouts and are part of 
the Foreign Trade Zone #214, with magnet site status.
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2021 Passenger 
Numbers*

905,630
2021 Nonstop 
Destinations

9

Jobs Supported**

16,385 jobs
Economic Impact  
on our Region**

$2.2 billion
Tax Revenue**

$85 million
2021 Annual  
Operating Budget

$8,623,050

BY THE NUMBERS

*Revenue passengers as reported by the airlines
**Data provided by the N.C. Department of Transportation’s Division of Aviation report

2021 Aircraft 
Operations

81,087



A YEAR IN REVIEW - 
2021 HIGHLIGHTS
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TSA PASSENGER THROUGHPUT, 2021 COMPARED TO 2019
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AIRPORT OPERATIONS, 2021 COMPARED TO 2019

2019 2021

Airlines

General 
Aviation

Military

Total

22,538 
23,162

35,134 
43,680

11,430 
14,245

69,102 
81,087

Source: Transportation Security Administration; Ailevon Pacific Aviation Consulting analysis
*Data reflects revenue and non-revenue passengers.

•	 ILM exhibited strong recovery with 2021 annual passenger  
numbers at 84% of pre-covid levels. ILM’s passenger numbers  
trended at or above pre-covid levels in the second half of 2021.

•	 American Airlines provided a new seasonal nonstop flight to  
Boston Logan Airport (BOS) in 2021.

•	 United announced new nonstop service to Newark (EWR), beginning February 2022.

•	 Delta shared plans to restart nonstop service to LaGuardia (LGA), and increase it to daily service, beginning June 2022.

•	 ILM continued the multi-year $60 million terminal expansion project. ILM renovated, expanded, and opened 
restrooms pre-security. There was also significant progress in the construction of phase 3 including the expanded 
gate area, concessionaire spaces, and additional restrooms post-security. 

•	 One of the airport’s public art commissions, the “Venus Flytrap” terrazzo floor design, was installed in the airport 
lobby and unveiled to the public.

•	 Approximately 70 acres of land was leased in the ILM Business Park.

•	 Circle K broke ground on a gas station and convenience store, located at the corner of 23rd St. and Airport Blvd. 

•	 Aero Center Wilmington, a second fixed-base operator (FBO), broke ground.

•	 CIL Capital announced their plans to invest $100 million for the development of a 500,000 square foot storage 
and distribution facility for the life sciences industry, located on the grounds of the ILM Business Park.

•	 Edgewater Ventures announced their plans to invest $20 million for the development of a three-building  
Class A speculative industrial development that will total over 540,000 square feet, located on the grounds of  
the ILM Business Park.


